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Editorial 

 
 
 
Welcome to the third issue of Sensual Treats Magazine’s annual Valentine Special Edition. 
When discussing what the theme or focus of this year’s edition would be, we hit upon the idea of 
making it a truly romantic issue–and what better way to go romantic than to turn to the world’s 
largest publisher of the genre? With that in mind, we asked two of Harlequin’s best-selling 
authors if they would be willing to do interviews here so we could prepare features on them. To 
our great pleasure, Lucy Monroe and Gena Showalter agreed to be our special guests! 
 
Most of you know Lucy Monroe from her dazzling, larger than life alpha heroes who make this 
lady’s Harlequin Presents titles so breath-taking. She writes Historicals for Brava, and steamy 
mainstream novels that will leave you sighing and smiling for days after you’ve put them down. 
 
Gena Showalter is a well-known name among those who love paranormal romance, of course. 
Her Lords of the Underworld series, the Atlantis series, and others. Ms. Showalter is about to 
release the story many fans have been waiting years for, the story of Paris and Sienna. On 
February 28th, the latest instalment in this much-loved series will be available in bookstores 
everywhere. 
 
We’re also going to take a look at the legend of Saint Valentine, via Wikipedia. I’ve also gone 
there for a look at the background of Harlequin Enterprises, as well. For anyone who is 
interested in the history of the company, I have to recommend a wonderful book called The 
Merchants of Venus by Paul Grescoe. It’s got some wonderful anecdote and interviews, and is a 
fascinating look at how the company rose to be the most respected publisher of romance in the 
world. 
 
Harlequin’s newest imprint is the electronic division called Carina Press. In our Spring issue, 
we’re hoping to bring you an interview with the CEO there, Angela James. For now, I went to the 
website and have given you a brief rundown borrowed from the “About Us” page. The authors of 
Carina Press are well-represented here with glorious ad pages created by our new art director, 
Kayden McLeod. I’m sure you’ve all noticed now much nicer the magazine looks now that 
Kayden’s taken over that end of things. We are thrilled to have her with us, believe me! 
 
Now, without further chat, settle in and enjoy this wonderful issue that celebrates love and 
romance on this special day!! 
 
 
With roses, kisses, and Candlelight romance… 
Denysé, Heather, and Kayden 
Editors/Owners 



 

 



 

SStt..  VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss  DDaayy  
  

With thanks to the wonderful folks at Wikipedia: 
 
 
 

Historical facts 
 
 Numerous early Christian martyrs were named Valentine. The Valentines 
honored on February 14 are Valentine of Rome (Valentinus presb. m. Romae) and 
Valentine of Terni (Valentinus ep. Interamnensis m. Romae). Valentine of Rome was a 
priest in Rome who was martyred about AD 269 and was buried on the Via Flaminia. 
His relics are at the Church of Saint Praxed in Rome, and at Whitefriar Street Carmelite 
Church in Dublin, Ireland. 
 Valentine of Terni became bishop of Interamna (modern Terni) about AD 197 
and is said to have been martyred during the persecution under Emperor Aurelian. He is 
also buried on the Via Flaminia, but in a different location than Valentine of Rome. His 
relics are at the Basilica of Saint Valentine in Terni (Basilica di San Valentino).  
 The Catholic Encyclopedia also speaks of a third saint named Valentine who was 
mentioned in early martyrologies under date of February 14. He was martyred in Africa 
with a number of companions, but nothing more is known about him.  
 No romantic elements are present in the original early medieval biographies of 
either of these martyrs. By the time a Saint Valentine became linked to romance in the 
14th century, distinctions between Valentine of Rome and Valentine of Terni were 
utterly lost.  
 In the 1969 revision of the Roman Catholic Calendar of Saints, the feast day of 
Saint Valentine on February 14 was removed from the General Roman Calendar and 
relegated to particular (local or even national) calendars for the following reason: 
"Though the memorial of Saint Valentine is ancient, it is left to particular calendars, 
since, apart from his name, nothing is known of Saint Valentine except that he was 
buried on the Via Flaminia on February 14." The feast day is still celebrated 
in Balzan (Malta) where relics of the saint are claimed to be found, and also throughout 
the world by Traditionalist Catholics who follow the older, pre-Second Vatican 
Council calendar. February 14 is also celebrated as St Valentine's Day in other Christian 
denominations; it has, for example, the rank of 'commemoration' in the calendar of 
the Church of England and other parts of the Anglican Communion. 
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Legends 
 
Saint Valentine of Terni and his disciples. 
 
 The Early Medieval acta of either Saint Valentine were expounded briefly 
in Legenda Aurea. According to that version, St Valentine was persecuted as 
a Christian and interrogated by Roman Emperor Claudius II in person. Claudius was 
impressed by Valentine and had a discussion with him, attempting to get him to convert 
to Roman paganism in order to save his life. Valentine refused and tried to convert 
Claudius to Christianity instead. Because of this, he was executed. Before his execution, 
he is reported to have performed a miracle by healing the blind daughter of his jailer. 
 Since Legenda Aurea still provided no connections whatsoever with sentimental 
love, appropriate lore has been embroidered in modern times to portray Valentine as a 
priest who refused an unattested law attributed to Roman Emperor Claudius II, 
allegedly ordering that young men remain single. The Emperor supposedly did this to 
grow his army, believing that married men did not make for good soldiers. The priest 
Valentine, however, secretly performed marriage ceremonies for young men. When 
Claudius found out about this, he had Valentine arrested and thrown in jail. 
There is an additional modern embellishment to The Golden Legend, provided 
by American Greetings to History.com, and widely repeated despite having no historical 
basis whatsoever. On the evening before Valentine was to be executed, he would have 
written the first "valentine" card himself, addressed to a young girl variously identified 
as his beloved, as the jailer's daughter whom he had befriended and healed.  
 
 
 

Modern times 
 
 In 1797, a British publisher issued The Young Man's Valentine Writer, which 
contained scores of suggested sentimental verses for the young lover unable to compose 
his own. Printers had already begun producing a limited number of cards with verses 
and sketches, called "mechanical valentines," and a reduction in postal rates in the next 
century ushered in the less personal but easier practice of mailing Valentines. That, in 
turn, made it possible for the first time to exchange cards anonymously, which is taken 
as the reason for the sudden appearance of racy verse in an era otherwise 
prudishly Victorian.  
Paper Valentines became so popular in England in the early 19th century that they were 
assembled in factories. Fancy Valentines were made with real lace and ribbons, with 
paper lace introduced in the mid-19th century. In the UK, just under half of the 
population spend money on their Valentines and around 1.3 billion pounds are spent 
yearly on cards, flowers, chocolates and other gifts, with an estimated 25 million cards 
being sent. The reinvention of Saint Valentine's Day in the 1840s has been traced by 
Leigh Eric Schmidt. As a writer in Graham's American Monthly observed in 1849, "Saint 
Valentine's Day... is becoming, nay it has become, a national holyday." In the United 
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States, the first mass-produced valentines of embossed paper lace were produced and 
sold shortly after 1847 by Esther Howland (1828–1904) of Worcester, Massachusetts.  
 Her father operated a large book and stationery store, but Howland took her 
inspiration from an English Valentine she had received from a business associate of her 
father. Intrigued with the idea of making similar Valentines, Howland began her 
business by importing paper lace and floral decorations from England. The English 
practice of sending Valentine's cards was established enough to feature as a plot device 
in Elizabeth Gaskell's Mr. Harrison's Confessions (1851): "I burst in with my 
explanations: '"The valentine I know nothing about." '"It is in your handwriting", said he 
coldly. Since 2001, the Greeting Card Association has been giving an annual "Esther 
Howland Award for a Greeting Card Visionary."  
Since the 19th century, handwritten notes have given way to mass-produced greeting 
cards. The mid-19th century Valentine's Day trade was a harbinger of further 
commercialized holidays in the United States to follow.  
 In the second half of the 20th century, the practice of exchanging cards was 
extended to all manner of gifts in the United States. Such gifts typically 
include roses and chocolates packed in a red satin, heart-shaped box. In the 1980s, 
the diamond industry began to promote Valentine's Day as an occasion for 
giving jewelry. 
 The U.S. Greeting Card Association estimates that approximately 190 million 
valentines are sent each year in the US. Half of those valentines are given to family 
members other than husband or wife, usually to children. When you include the 
valentine-exchange cards made in school activities the figure goes up to 1 billion, and 
teachers become the people receiving the most valentines. In some North 
American elementary schools, children decorate classrooms, exchange cards, and are 
given sweets. The greeting cards of these students sometimes mention what they 
appreciate about each other. 
 The rise of Internet popularity at the turn of the millennium is creating new 
traditions. Millions of people use, every year, digital means of creating and sending 
Valentine's Day greeting messages such as e-cards, love coupons or printable greeting 
cards. An estimated 15 million e-valentines were sent in 2010.  
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18 Valentines 
 

 
Let me speak to you so that you’ll understand, 

 
Upon my heart you left your brand. 

 
When the days of bliss went away, 

 
It left me crying with nothing more to say. 

 
If having a heart means it has to break, 

 
Then life can have mine to take. 

 
I can live without one. 

 
Loving in vain; I’m done. 

 
I will find something more; someone I am 

made for, 
 

It was your shame, not mine when you walked 
out the door. 

 
So, Happy Valentine’s Day, May you be loved 

more than you did me. 
 

May you learn to give instead of take; love 
doesn’t have a fee. 

 
I wish I could wish some sort of revenge, but 

being you is enough. 
 

I won’t have it on my conscience that I hurt 
you and I didn’t try. 

 
I won’t wish long nights for you to cry. 

 
I won’t wish long nights for you to wonder, 

why? 
 

I’ll go on.  
 

I’ll get by. 
 

I’ll prove to you, I’ll make it even though 
you’re gone. 

 
  



 



 

GGeennaa  SShhoowwaalltteerr  
  
 
 

1. As the author a series of novels, do you have a personal favourite of those that 
you’ve created thus far? 

 
Absolutely! There have been specific challenges and rewards with each different 
series, but the one I favor most is Alice in Zombieland, which will be released 
September 25th, 2012. I had never felt so inspired and had the best time with the 
characters. I loved the emotions that were wrung out of me (good and seemingly 
bad), the situations, and most of all . . . the hero Cole Holland. Think “young 
William” from Lords of the Underworld and you’ll have a picture of my new fictional 
crush.  
 
2. When you are writing certain heroes, do you fall in love with them yourself, or do 

you write from the perspective of seducing your readers into love with your 
heroes and heroines? 

 
I fall in love with each the heroes. And yeah, I fall more deeply for some than others. 
But really, I try not to worry about the readers, because there’s just no way I can 
please everyone. Plus, if I tried, I would not be allowing the characters to grow 
organically.  

 
3. What is a typical day for you? And, ideally, what is your idea of perfect day? 
 
I try to write a chapter a day (six days a week.) If I finish early, I’ll read, go for a walk, 
listen to my iPod—and a new favorite, nap. Learned this from fellow author Jill 
Monroe, The Napping Queen.  

 
4. If you could write with one of your personal “heroes” in the literary world, who 

would it be, and what kind of story would you most like to write? 
 
I’d LOVE to write a book with Karen Marie Moning. Her talent never fails to amaze 
me.  
 
5. If you were pressed to recommend one of your books to a potential new reader, 

what would you suggest and why that book? 
 
I would say Alice in Zombieland. Maybe because it’s my absolute favorite.  



 



 

 
6. If you were given the power to bring one of your creations to life so you could 

spend a day with them–who would you choose, and how would you like to spend 
your time together? 

 
Cole Holland from Alice in Zombieland, but only if my eighteen-year-old self could 
grope, uh, I mean meet him.  
 
7. What are you presently working on? 
 
I am currently working on Last Kiss Goodnight, the first book in the Otherworld 
Assassin novels—a spin off of the Alien Huntress books. This book features a new 
black ops section of Alien Investigation and Removal, with grittier situations, richer 
emotions, and hopefully, sexier heroes.  

 
8. Where would like to be, career-wise, in five years? 
 
A dream of mine is to have a book (or several) made into movies! I’d love to see the 
books come to life that way. 
 
9. What is your next release, and would you like to share a snippet or two with our 

readers? 
 
My next release is The Darkest Seduction from my Lords of the Underworld series, 
featuring Paris. Here’s a little about the book:  
 
Possessed by the demon of Promiscuity, immortal warrior Paris is irresistibly 
seductive—but his potent allure comes at a terrible price. Every night he must bed 
someone new, or weaken and die. And the woman he craves above all others is the 
one woman he’d thought was forever beyond his reach…until now. Newly possessed 
by the demon of Wrath, Sienna Blackstone is racked by a ruthless need to punish 
those around her. Yet, in Paris’s arms the vulnerable beauty finds soul-searing 
passion and incredible peace. Until a blood feud between ancient enemies heats up. 
Will the battle against gods, angels and creatures of the night bind them eternally– 
or tear them apart?  
 
This is a February 28, 2012 release!  

 
10. When you’re not writing, who are the authors you most like to read? 
 
Right now I’m reading the Bible. I’ve never read it all the way through, and currently 
I’m up to Ezekiel. I’m loving it! There’s such power and wisdom in these scriptures!  

 
11. You’re characters have such life to them, where do they come from? Are they 

based on those in your life or have they made their own appearances? 
 
Some of my characters do possess the traits of those around me, but I’ve never 



 

written a character completely based on someone I know. I like to pull from several 
sources—that way I can’t get into trouble <g>. 

 
12. I’ll be honest and tell you that the Atlantis series is my favourite, at least so far, 

though the Lords of the Underworld are certainly fascinating as well! Where did 
the basic idea for the series’ come from, and do you see revisiting them? 

 
I was walking from the mall to my car (or maybe vice versa) when the idea for the 
Atlantis books came to me. I’d wanted to write a book about dragon shape-shifters, 
and it was just a matter of coming up with a way to introduce those shifters to our 
modern society, as well as figuring out how they came to be. Everything clicked on 
that walk. Right now, I’m sorry to say nothing is in the works for more Atlantis 
books. But. Big but. I’ve played with the idea of writing some short stories to tie up 
the loose ends and give the remaining heroes a happily ever after.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to chat with our readers. 

  
  
  
  
  

  



 

 

FFiivvee  MMiinnuutteess  ffoorr……....  
 
 
 

February is heart month. 
 
It also brings us Groundhog Day, a day when so much of the world puts their faith in a 
rodent’s ability to predict Spring’s arrival. I knew when I was much younger I couldn’t 
wait to hear what the groundhog had to say. Now I am much more blasé about it, 
knowing that despite the poor little guy being ousted from his sleep to “make his 
prediction” spring will arrive when it gets here. 
 
We also have Valentine’s Day, a day for flowers and candies and cards and, and, and.. 
 
Then we have the remainder of February which brings me back to heart month.  
 
All of the above are connected. We all need balance in our lives, we need amusement so 
we have things like Groundhog Day, we need beauty so we have flowers, we need 
pleasure so we have sweets, and over and above it all we need love. 
 
In this equation though there is someone who typically gets ignored, put on the back 
burner as it were. This person seems to be forgotten, or at the very least overlooked, for 
someone else. It happens each and every day and it is time that we all stood up and 
acknowledged that person and make time for them.  
 
The person is very well known to whomever is reading this article. So who might it be? 
Ladies and gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure to introduce you to someone you have 
likely been neglecting for quite some time now………………… You! 
 
When was the last time you did anything that was strictly for you? I see this huge form 
of neglect almost every day in my natural therapy work, people come to me for any 
number of things, from pinched nerves, bad backs, sore necks, up to weird and 
wonderful ailments. 
 
I try to show my clients simple little things they can do for themselves to offset a 
reoccurrence of the same or similar problem. 
 
I will see the person a few months later and believe me, I can tell from working on them 
if they have been doing what I suggested and when I call them on it, I typically get the 
same answer. “I don’t have time” or “I forgot” or they just didn’t do it. I’d shake my head 
and work on them again, and wonder how they didn’t have time for something that 



 

might take a full minute each day.  
 
The answer came to me as it often does―during my dispensing of advice to someone 
else. I had just completed my first article for Sensual Treats, verified my facts then 
actually read what I had written. I was pleased with the results and then I started to 
laugh. Not at the article but at myself. Here I had just spent some time telling people 
how to be proactive with something, and I realised it was something I was NOT doing 
for myself. 
 
I looked back over the years and saw the pattern. I had gotten wrapped up in everyone 
around me, friends, family, spouse, clients and even the animals. They all got a piece of 
me each and every day and I felt good about that. I love what I do, but somewhere along 
the line I made me the lowest one on the priority list. 
 
So in an attempt to create balance I have come up with what I am calling “Five Minutes 
for Me.” I made up my mind that I would give me five minutes at least once a day―more 
if possible. I wanted to start exercising but really am not fond of it. However, I can do it 
anything for five minutes. I set a small goal, go do my five minutes each morning while 
my coffee is brewing. What I do specifically is not the message here. I can tell you I am 
already seeing tone in my arms and legs and I am feeling a tad more energetic.  
 
You need to look at your own life and decide where you are going to give yourself five 
minutes strictly for you, and what are you going to do with it to help you be the best 
possible. Maybe it is as simple as closing your eyes and listening to relaxing music and 
gently stretching. Maybe you want to dance, or sing, or go for a walk, or run up and 
down the stairs. Whatever it is, chose something that will work for you, and make the 
same commitment to yourself that you do for everyone else.  
 
We can all find five minutes in a day for everyone else, now is your time. Go ahead, 
make your commitment, make your plan, and start the program. You will de-stress, you 
will start feeling better, and you become a better you. Your loved ones will appreciate it 
and your heart will thank you. 
 
Be well, 
Penny Adams 
Natural Therapist 
 
 
 



 



 



 

HHaarrlleeqquuiinn  EEnntteerrpprriisseess  
  
  

Early years 
 
Harlequin was founded in May 1949 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada as a paperback 
reprinting company. The business was a partnership between Advocate Printers 
and Doug Weld of Bryant Press, Richard Bonnycastle, plus Jack Palmer, head of the 
Canadian distributor of the Saturday Evening Post and the Ladies' Home Journal. 
Palmer oversaw marketing for the new company and Richard Bonnycastle took charge 
of the production. [1] 
 
The company's first product was Nancy Bruff's novel The Manatee. For its first few 
years, the company published a wide range of books, all offered for sale for 25 cents. 
Among the novels they reprinted were works by Agatha Christie, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, James Hadley Chase, and Somerset Maugham. Their biggest success was Jean 
Plaidy's 1951 release, Beyond the Blue Mountain. Of the 30,000 copies sold, only 48 
were returned.[2] Although the new company had strong sales, profit margins were 
limited and the operation struggled to stay solvent. 
 
Following the death of Jack Palmer in the mid-1950s, Richard Bonnycastle acquired his 
twenty-five percent interest in Harlequin. Still struggling to survive, soon Doug Weld 
departed and Richard Bonnycastle, now in full control, transferred Weld's shares to key 
staff member, Ruth Palmour. 
 
In 1953 Harlequin began to publish medical romances. When the company's chief editor 
died the following year, Bonnycastle's wife, Mary, took over his duties. [2] Mary 
Bonnycastle enjoyed reading the romances of British publisher Mills and Boon, and, at 
her urging, in 1957 Harlequin acquired the North American distribution rights to the 
category romance novels which had been published by Mills and Boon in 
the Commonwealth of Nations.[3] The first Mills and Boon novel to be reprinted by 
Harlequin was Anne Vinton's The Hospital in Buwambo (Mills and Boon No 407).[4] 
 

Mills and Boon partnership 
 
The contract with Mills and Boon was based solely on a handshake, given each year 
when Bonnycastle visited London. He would lunch at the Ritz Hotel with Alan Boon, the 
son of a Mills and Boon founder, and the two would informally agree to extend their 
business agreement for an additional year.[5] 

 
Mary Bonnycastle and her daughter Judy Burgess exercised editorial control over which 
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Mills and Boon novels were reprinted by Harlequin. They had a "decency code" and 
rejected more sexually explicit material that Mills and Boon submitted for reprinting. 
Upon realizing that the genre was popular, Richard Bonnycastle finally decided to read a 
romance novel. He chose one of the more explicit novels and enjoyed it. On his orders, 
the company conducted a market test with the novel he had read and discovered that it 
outsold a similar, tamer novel.[6] Overall, intimacy in the novels never extended beyond 
a chaste kiss between the protagonists.[3] 
 
The romances proved to be hugely popular, and by 1964 the company was exclusively 
publishing Mills and Boon novels. Although Harlequin had the rights to distribute the 
Mills and Boon books throughout North America, in 1967 over 78% of their sales took 
place in Canada, where the sell-through rate was approximately 85%. Richard 
Bonnycastle died in 1968 and his son, Richard Bonnycastle, Jr., took over the company. 
He immediately organized the 1969 relocation of operations to Toronto, Ontario where 
he would build the company into a major force in the publishing industry.[4] In 1970, 
Bonnycastle, Jr. contracted with Pocket Books and Simon and Schuster to distribute the 
Mills and Boon novels in the United States.[4] 
 
On October 1, 1971, Harlequin purchased Mills and Boon.[7] John Boon, another 
founder's son, remained with the company, overseeing British operations.[5] North 
American booksellers were reluctant to stock mass market paperbacks, Harlequin chose 
to sell their books "where the women are",[8] distributing them in supermarkets and 
other retail stores.[5] The company focuses on selling the line of books, rather than 
individual titles. Rather than traditional advertising, the company focused on giveaways. 
A sampling of books within a line would be given away, sometimes in conjunction with 
other products, in the hopes that readers would continue to buy books within that 
line.[5] Harlequin then began a reader service, selling directly to readers who agreed to 
purchase a certain number of books each month.[8] 
 
At the time that Harlequin purchased Mills and Boon, the company published only one 
line of category romances. Six novels were released each month in this line, known as 
Harlequin Romance. At the urging of John Boon, in 1973 Harlequin introduced a second 
line, Harlequin Presents. Designed partially to highlight three popular and prolific 
authors,Violet Winspear, Anne Hampson, and Anne Mather, these novels were slightly 
more sensual than their Harlequin Romance counterparts. Although Mary Bonnycastle 
disapproved of the more sensual nature of these novels, they had sold well in Great 
Britain, and the company chose to distribute them in North America as well. Within two 
years the Harlequin Presents novels were outselling Harlequin Romance.[5] 
 
In late 1975, Toronto Star Ltd. acquired a 52.5 percent interest in Harlequin and in 1981 
acquired the balance of the shares. [3] [4]. 
 

Romance wars 
 
By 1975, 70% of Harlequin's sales came from the United States.[4] Despite this fact, the 
company contracted with only British writers. Harlequin contracted with its first 
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American author in late 1975 when they purchased a novel by Janet Dailey.[9][10] Dailey's 
novels provided the romance genre's "first look at heroines, heroes and courtships that 
take place in America, with American sensibilities, assumptions, history, and most of all, 
settings."[11] Harlequin was unsure how the market would react to this new type of 
romance, and was unwilling to fully embrace it. In the late 1970s, a Harlequin editor 
rejected a manuscript by Nora Roberts, who has since become the top-selling romance 
author, because "they already had their American writer."[12] 

 

 
 
Harlequin terminated its distribution contract with Simon and Schuster and Pocket 
Books in 1976. This left Simon and Schuster with a large sales force and no 
product.[5] To fill this gap, and to take advantage of the untapped talent of the American 
writers Harlequin had rejected, Simon and Schuster formed Silhouette Books in 
1980.[13] Silhouette published several lines of category romance, and encouraged their 
writers to experiment within the genre, creating new kinds of heroes and heroines and 
addressing contemporary social issues.[14] 
 
Realizing their mistake, Harlequin launched their own line of America-focused 
romances in 1980. The Harlequin Superromance line was the first of its lines to 
originate in North America instead of in Britain. The novels were similar to the 
Harlequin Presents books, but were longer and featured American settings and 
American characters.[15] 
 
Harlequin had also failed to adapt quickly to the signs that readers appreciated novels 
with more explicit sex scenes, and in 1980, several publishers entered the category 
romance market to fill that gap. That year, Dell launched Candlelight Ecstasy, the first 
line to waive the requirement that heroines be virginal. By the end of 1983, sales for the 
Candlelight Ecstasy line totaled $30 million. Silhouette also launched similar lines, 
Desire and Special Edition, each of which had a 90-100% sellout rate each 
month.[16] The sudden increase in category romance lines meant an equally sudden 
increase in demand for writers of the new style of romance novel. This tight market 
caused a proportionate decrease in the quality of the novels that were being released. By 
1984, the market was saturated with category lines and readers had begun to complain 
of redundancy in plots.[17] The following year, the "dampening effect of the high level of 
redundancy associated with series romances was evident in the decreased number of 
titles being read per month."[18] Harlequin's return rate, which had been less than 25% 
in 1978, when it was the primary provider of category romance, swelled to 60%.[19] 
 
In 1984, Harlequin purchased Silhouette. Despite the acquisition, Silhouette continued 
to retain editorial control and to publish various lines under their own imprint.[7] Eight 
years later, Harlequin attempted to purchase Zebra, but the deal did not go through. 
Despite the loss of Zebra, Harlequin maintained an 85% share of the North American 
category romance market in 1992.[20] 
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International expansion 
 
Torstar Corporation, which owns Canada's largest daily newspaper, the Toronto Star, 
purchased Harlequin in 1981.[21] The company began actively expanding into other 
markets. Although the authors of Harlequin novels universally share English as a first 
language, each Harlequin office functions independently in deciding which books to 
publish, edit, translate, and print, "to ensure maximum adaptibility to the particulars of 
their respective markets."[22] 
 
Harlequin began expanding into other parts of Europe in 1974, when it entered into a 
distribution agreement with Cora Verlag, a division of German publisher Axel Springer 
AG. The companies signed a two-year agreement to release two Mills and Boon novels 
each month in magazine format. The books sold well, and when the agreement came up 
for renewal Harlequin instead purchased a 50% interest in Cora Verlag. The new joint 
venture format allowed Harlequin to receive more of the profits, and allowed them to 
gain continued distribution in West Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. As of 1998, 
Germany represented 40% of Harlequin's total European business.[23] 
 
During this same period, Harlequin opened an office in Holland. Although this office 
lost money in its first year, by its third year in business it had accumulated a profit. In 
1979, the company expanded in Scandinavia with an office in Stockholm.[23] Expansion 
was rapid in both Finland and Norway. Within two years of its opening, Harlequin held 
24% of the market for mass market books in Sweden.[24] Scandinavia offered unique 
issues however, as booksellers refused to sell the category romances, complaining that 
the books' short life span (one month) created too much work for too little 
compensation. Booksellers and distributors also worried that the uniformity of the 
Harlequin book covers made advertising too difficult. Instead, Harlequin novels in 
Scandinavia are classified as magazines, and sold in supermarkets, at newststands, or 
through subscription. Harlequin has retained their North American style direct 
marketing. The direct marketing message is very similar in Scandinavia to that of North 
America, but the target audience differs a bit.[25] 
 
The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, gave Harlequin an opportunity to extend into 
previously closed markets. Cora Verlag distributed over 720,000 romance novels at 
border checkpoints to introduce East Germans to the company's books.[26] The same 
year, Harlequin's German joint venture began distributing books in Hungary. Within 
two years, the company was selling 7 million romances in that country, and by the third 
year, Harlequin sold 11 million books in Hungary, a nation which at the time contained 
only 5.5 million women. At the same time, Harlequin's wholly owned subsidiary 
in Poland was able to order initial print runs of 174,000 copies of each title, and 
the Czech Republic was purchasing over $10 million each year of Harlequin 
novels.[27] In 1992, Harlequin had its best year (as of 1998), selling over 205 million 
novels in 24 languages on 6 continents. The company released a total of 800 new titles 
in English, with 6,600 foreign editions.[28] 
 
Harlequin moved into the Chinese market in January 1995. In China, the company 
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produced books in both Mandarin and English. Twenty titles were offered each year in 
Mandarin, with 550,000 copies offered of each. An additional ten titles were offered in 
English, with print runs of 200,000 copies each.[27] 
 
In total, Harlequin has offices in New York, London, Tokyo, Milan, Sydney, Paris, 
Madrid, Stockholm, Amsterdam, Hamburg, Athens, Budapest, Granges-Pacot and 
Warsaw, as well as licensing agreements in nine other countries. 
 
Harlequin's success in overseas markets is a result of its "emphasis on locality and 
language, independence and autonomy."[29] The editors in Harlequin's branch offices 
have a great deal of control over which Harlequin novels will be published in their 
market. An editor generally chooses a book after either reading it herself, receiving a 
favorable review of the book from someone else, or reading a tip sheet about the 
novel.[30] The editors accept a novel for one of four reasons: 
 She believes it will sell well. 
 She really liked the novel 
 She is looking for a specific setting or topic for the month 
 The Harlequin head office insists that the book be published.[31] 
 
The novels published overseas are not necessarily contemporaries of those sold in North 
America, or even those sold in other European countries. International editors are 
allowed to choose from Harlequin's backlist, and books published in a particular country 
may have been published in North America six or seven years previously.[32] As the 
novels are translated into the country's native tongue, the names of the hero or heroine 
may be changed and the title might not be translated literally. Furthermore, each novel 
is usually shortened by 10-15% from its original English version. This is usually 
accomplished by removing references to American pop culture, removing puns that do 
not translate well, and tightening the descriptive passages.[33] 
 

Additional imprints 
 
MIRA 
Harlequin Category Romance Imprints 
Harlequin Romance 
Harlequin American Romance -- small-town 
Harlequin Blaze -- more explicit 
Harlequin Historicals 
Harlequin Intrigue 
Harlequin Presents 
Harlequin Presents Extra 
Harlequin Superromance 
Harlequin Nocturne 
Harlequin Romantic Suspense 
Harlequin Desire 
Harlequin Special Edition 
Harlequin Medical Romance 
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Harlequin Showcase 
Harlequin Bestselling Author Collection 
Harlequin The Best of Betty Neels 
 
Love Inspired Imprints 
Love Inspired 
Love Inspired Suspense 
Love Inspired Historical 
Love Inspired Classics 
 
Kimani Press Imprints 
Kimani Press Kimani Romance 
Kimani Press Arabesque 
Kimani Press TRU 
Kimani Press Special Releases 
 
Other Imprints 
Carina Press 
LUNA Books 
MIRA Books 
HQN Books 
Harlequin TEEN 
Harlequin Nonfiction 
Worldwide Library 
Gold Eagle 
 

Harlequin More Than Words 
 
Harlequin Enterprises runs Harlequin More Than Words, a community investment 
program to reward women's work in communities across North America. Harlequin 
Enterprises solicits nominations of women who are making notable contributions to 
their communities. Five women are chosen as Harlequin More Than Words award 
recipients each year, and a donation of $50,000 is divided equally among their 
charitable causes. A collection of romance-fiction short stories inspired by their lives is 
then written by five of Harlequin's leading authors. Some of the biggest names in 
women's fiction have donated their time and talent to the annual More Than Words 
anthology, including Diana Palmer,Debbie Macomber, Susan Wiggs and Linda Lael 
Miller. The first book was published in October 2004, with a new volume published 
annually. Proceeds from the sale of the book are reinvested in the Harlequin More Than 
Words program. 
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LLuuccyy  MMoonnrrooee  
  
  
MMoosstt  ooff  yyoouu  kknnooww  tthhaatt  LLuuccyy  MMoonnrrooee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ffrriieenndd  ttoo  mmee  ffoorr  yyeeaarrss,,  sshhee  
iinnssppiirreess  mmee  aanndd  iiss  eennddlleessssllyy  ssuuppppoorrttiivvee,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ssiimmppllyy  bbeeiinngg  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ggiifftteedd  
aanndd  lloovveellyy  ppeeooppllee  II  hhaavvee  eevveerr  kknnoowwnn..  SSoo,,  iitt  wwoouulldd  nneevveerr  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  pprrooppeerr  VVaalleennttiinnee  
IIssssuuee  cceenntteerreedd  oonn  tthhee  rroommaannccee  ooff  HHaarrlleeqquuiinn  wwiitthhoouutt  iinnvviittiinngg  oonnee  ooff  tthheeiirr  pprrooccllaaiimmeedd  
““QQuueeeennss  ooff  RRoommaannccee””  ttoo  ccoommee  bbyy  ffoorr  aa  cchhaatt..  AAnndd,,  oonnccee  aaggaaiinn,,  LLuuccyy  mmaaddee  ttiimmee  iinn  hheerr  
hheeccttiicc  sscchheedduullee  ttoo  ggiivvee  uuss  ssoommee  ttiimmee  ttoo  kknnooww  hheerr  aanndd  hheerr  llaatteesstt  ccrreeaattiioonnss!!  
 

As the author of occasional series’ of novels, do you have a personal favourite of 
those that you’ve created thus far? 

 
Not really.  I’ve often heard that an author’s favorite book is the one she’s working on at 
the moment and that is frequently true for me.  I’ll tell you what I love uniquely about 
the ongoing series I’ve created though. 
 
In my Royal Brides series for Presents, I get to explore worlds that most of us only 
dream about – lifestyles of the fabulously wealthy, but still very human characters of my 
stories.  Also, there is more leeway in Presents for me to write what I like to term my 
“issues” books.  Just recently I got a reader letter from a woman who had endometriosis 
for years and it went undiagnosed until she read “The Scorsolini Marriage Bargain” and 
recognized the symptoms of the heroine in herself.  Her doctor ran the tests and she is 
now in treatment for this very painful condition.  Cool, huh?    
 
In my suspense/adventure series The Goddard Project and the Atrati for Brava, I get to 
play with guns.  Well, not literally, but I do get to write about things that don’t come up 
in my other stories – like high tech espionage and highly trained special agents of both 
the hero and heroine variety. 
 
Then there are my Children of the Moon stories for Berkley.  What author doesn’t like 
creating her own fantasy world peopled with characters who share her favorite traits like 
loyalty, fidelity and inner strength.  The most interesting part of this series for me is 
playing with the very human traits of absolute loyalty and fidelity that are justified in 
their extreme by the animal natures my characters have as well.  It’s loads of fun, really! 
 

Do you prefer the stand-alone, or do you find that a set gives you more room to know 
your characters? 

 
A series is absolutely my favorite way to write, though I’ve done several stand alones.  

 
When you are writing certain heroes, do you fall in love with them yourself, or do you 



 

write from the perspective of seducing your readers into love with your heroes and 
heroines? 

 
That’s an interesting question.  I make no secret of the fact that all my heroes have a bit 
of my husband in them.  So, how can I help but love them?  However, in the writing?  
I’m trying to get my heroine to fall in love and it’s a tricky balance revealing what she 
needs to know to let her guard down around this man without losing that amazing 
tension that comes with the actual falling in love of a great couple. 
 

What is a typical day for you? And, ideally, what is your idea of perfect day? 
 
Having a home office kind of guarantees that there is no such thing as a typical day.   I 
write full time, but that requires fitting in visits with the children and grandchildren and 
even extended family members.  Being so close to my family is a huge blessing, so I don’t 
complain about the days I’m writing until midnight to get my pages in. 
 
A perfect day would be writing in the morning, spending the afternoon with my family 
and not having to check my email or answer the phone once. LOL 
 

If you could write with one of your personal “heroes” in the literary world, who 
would it be, and what kind of story would you most like to write? 

 
Without doubt, Agatha Christie, and it would be a romantic suspense, what else?  Most 
people are unaware that she wrote a handful of romances, but they didn’t sell well like 
her mysteries.  Probably because she often ended them on a bittersweet note.  However, 
her mysteries quite frequently had romantic elements with an HEA for a particularly 
deserving hero or heroine at the end of the mystery. 

 
If you were pressed to recommend one of your books to a potential new reader, what 
would you suggest and why that book? 

 
I’m often asked this question and I always come back with how long do the readers 
prefer their stories.  I’ve encouraged readers to pick up either “The Real Deal” because 
it’s one of my alltime personal faves, or “Moon Awakening,” the first in my Children of 
the Moon series.  If they like the shorter length of Presents, I tell them to read whichever 
one they can find! LOL 
 

If you were given the power to bring one of your creations to life so you could spend 
a day with them–who would you choose, and how would you like to spend your time 
together? 

 
Call me crazy, but I feel like I already spend my days with my characters.  Would it be 
more amazing to have them in flesh and blood in front of me?  I’m not sure.  I have a 
very vivid imagination. ;-) 



 



 

What are you presently working on? 
 
Heat Seeker, a book from Brava from my Atrati suspense/adventure series.  It was 
supposed to be out last year but my mom’s last bout with her illness and subsequent 
death put everything creative on hold for a while.  I’m enjoying the story so much now 
and absolutely love both my primary characters and their friends.  It feels very good to 
be back to writing and doing what I love. 

 
What is your next release, and would you like to share a snippet or two with our 
readers? 

 
I’ve got both a Presents – “Heart of a Desert Warrior” and a mass market re-release of 
“Close Quarters” coming out in July. 
 
Here’s a snippet from “Heart of a Desert Warrior”: 
 

Asad shook the younger man’s hand and inclined his head slightly.  "Sheikh Asad 
bin Hanif Al'najid.  I will be your team's guide and protector while you are in Kadar." 

"Personally?" Iris asked, unable to keep her disquiet out of her voice.  "Surely 
not.  You are a sheikh." 

"It is a favor to my cousin.  I would not consider relegating the duty to someone 
else." 

"But that’s unnecessary."  She wasn’t going to survive the next few weeks if she 
had to spend them in his company. 

It had been six years since the last time she’d seen this man, but the pain and 
sense of betrayal he’d caused felt as fresh as if it had happened only the day before.  
Time was supposed to heal all wounds, but hers were still bleeding hurt into her heart. 

She still dreamed about him, though she called the images she woke to in the 
dark nightmares rather than dreams. 

She’d loved and trusted him with everything inside her, believing she finally had 
a shot at a family and a break from the loneliness of her upbringing.  He’d betrayed both 
her emotions and her hopes completely and irrevocably. 

"It is not up for discussion." 
Iris shook her head.  "I...no..." 
"Iris, are you okay?" Russell asked, proving maybe he wasn’t as dumb as the 

rocks they studied. 
But she had to be okay.  This was her job.  Her career, the only thing she had left 

in her life that mattered, or that she could trust.   
The only thing Asad’s betrayal had left her with.  "I’m fine.  We need to join 

Sheikh Hakim." 
Something glimmered in Asad’s dark chocolate gaze, something that looked like 

concern.  She wasn’t buying it, not even if someone else gave her the money to do it. 
 

When you’re not writing, who are the authors you most like to read? 
 
That’s a very long list, honestly.   Several Presents authors: Lynne Graham, Helen 
Bianchin, Jacqueline Baird.  For contemporary romance, I turn to Lori Foster, Jayne 



 

Ann Krentz or Susan Andersen.  For paranormal, I adore Christine Feehan, Sherrilyn 
Kenyon and Laura Leigh.  I also really enjoy some small press authors like Josh Lanyon, 
Stephani Hecht and Ashleigh Raine.  The list of autobuys for me is much longer, but 
that’s good to go on, yes? 

 
You’re characters have such life to them, where do they come from? Are they based 
on those in your life or have they made their own appearances? 

 
My characters always feel very unique and of themselves to me, but later, after a book is 
finished, when I look back, I’ll see similarities with people I love. For me, it’s like life.  
The more time we spend with a particular person, the more we pick up their habits or 
traits.  My characters, through me, spend a great deal of time with my family and friends 
and thereby are bound to pick up some of their traits – just as I have over the years.  

 
 

 
Thank you for taking the time to chat with our readers. 
 
 

Thank you, Denysé & Heather.   This has been really lovely and I enjoyed connecting 
with your readers very much. 
 
If they’d like to contact me, they can find me online in all the typical social networking 
places. 
 
http://www.lucymonroe.com/ 
http://lucymonroeblog.blogspot.com/ 
http://www.facebook.com/LucyMonroe.Romance 
http://twitter.com/#!/lucymonroe 
 
Hugs and blessings, 
Lucy 
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CCaarriinnaa  PPrreessss  
  
Carina Press is a digital-first imprint from Harlequin. A natural extension to the 
Harlequin business; Carina Press builds on our digital strength and gives us greater 
flexibility in the type of editorial we acquire from authors and offer to readers. We 
connect authors with a great story to tell, with readers who will love to read it. 
 
At Carina Press you’ll find weekly releases of ebooks from talented authors in a wide 
variety of genres. New Releases are added every Monday! Find them on our homepage, 
or see our weekly release schedule on our New Releases page. 
 
Whether you like to read contemporary romance, steampunk, erotic romance, 
gay/lesbian fiction, science-fiction, fantasy, or any number of other fiction genres – 
you’ll find something to love at Carina Press. 
 
We look forward to an ongoing conversation with readers and authors! Be sure to read 
our blog for all the latest news. 
 

For customer service questions related to our ebook store, email us at: 
customerservice@carinapress.com 

Please visit our Submission Guidelines for information on submitting a manuscript. 
Please direct press inquiries to: pr@carinapress.com 

For all other comments or questions, including employment, email us at: 
generalinquiries@carinapress.com 

For the most up-to-date news on Carina Press, please follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/CarinaPress 

And become a fan on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CarinaPress. 
 

The People Behind Carina Press 
 

Editorial and Production 
Angela James, Executive Editor 
 
Executive editor of Carina Press, Harlequin’s digital-first imprint, 
and veteran of the digital publishing industry, Angela James is a 
well-known advocate for digital publishing. James has enjoyed a 
long and varied career in digital publishing, including launching 
and serving as executive editor for Samhain Publishing. James 
frequently travels to regional, national and international writing 
conferences to meet with authors and readers, and present 
workshops on digital publishing for both authors and readers of all 

genres of fiction. 
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While Angela doesn’t do a lot of editing these days, she still enjoys reading submissions 
in steampunk, cyberpunk and BDSM/erotic romance. And she’s still looking for the 
author who will write a space cowboy book for her in the vein of Firefly! 
 
You can follow Angela on Twitter @angelajames, visit her Facebook page or her website 
 
 
 

http://twitter.com/angelajames
http://www.facebook.com/Angelajames#!/Angelajames
http://nicemommy-evileditor.com/blog/


 

Malle Vallik, Director of Digital Publishing 
 
Malle was destined to work in publishing. As a child she loved collecting and cataloguing 
her books; her fantasy Christmas gift was to receive the entire Nancy Drew collection 
(she never got it); she read all the Nancy Drew books she gave away as birthday gifts to 
classmates before she gifted them; she worked in a library (but wanted a job where she 
could be loud); and she studied history and political science at university. Obviously she 
was destined to become an editor. 
 
Malle has also held positions as a sales rep and as a publicist. After a decade editing 
Harlequin’s fantastic series books she moved to the Digital side of the business where 
she developed online reads, interactive novels and romantic nonfiction content. She 
helped launch Harlequin’s innovative ebook business, ebook-only programs like Spice 
Briefs and Carina Press. 
 
As the Director of Digital Publishing Malle leads Carina Press which means she focuses 
on developing the new business into a thriving business. One of the great things about 
launching a digital-first press is that one can publish great voices that don’t fit into a 
typical bookstore slot. Malle works alongside the Harlequin editorial teams to ensure 
corporate alignment of publishing goals and innovative ways to bring in new writing 
talent to Harlequin. Malle also spends a lot of time thinking about interactivity, 
enhanced books, choose-your-own-adventure-type stories and the hologram novel (it’s 
coming!). 
 
Jenny Bullough, Manager of Digital Content Distribution 
 
Jenny manages ebook production and distribution for Carina Press and is responsible 
for making sure ebooks are available for sale and ready for download when (and 
wherever) you’re ready to buy them. She also manages Harlequin’s social media author 
training program, giving webinars to Harlequin and Carina Press authors on how to 
manage their online profiles for better book promotion. She’s a social media junkie, a TV 
addict, and an avid ebook reader across all genres, and when she’s not at work can often 
be found planted on her couch watching TV while reading on an ereader and checking in 
to Facebook and Twitter simultaneously. 
 
You can find Jenny on Twitter at @jennybullough. 
 

The Acquisition Team 
 
Carina Press is a team effort, and that is nowhere more evident than on our acquisitions 
team! While their core jobs at Harlequin/Carina Press range from Editorial to 
Marketing to Digital Production to Copyediting, they share one thing in common: they 
love to read. You’ll get to know them more as Angela interviews them on the Carina 
Press blog throughout 2011. 
 
Aideen O’Leary Chung; Amy Wilkins; Dana Grimaldi; Eleanor Elliott; Jayne 

http://www.twitter.com/jennybullough
http://carinapress.com/blog/2011/02/introducing-amy-wilkins/
http://carinapress.com/blog/2011/01/introducing-eleanor-elliott/
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Hoogenberk; Jenny Bullough; Malle Vallik; Piya Campana; Stephanie Doig; Tara 
Stevens 
 
 

The Editors 
 
We have a fabulous team of editors – see their profiles on our Facebook page. 
 
 

Marketing & Commerce 
 
Aideen O’Leary-Chung, Director of Digital Commerce 
 
Aideen is responsible for third-party retailer websites, Carina Press marketing and cover 
art direction. She’s been with Harlequin for eleven years working in various marketing 
roles and in product development prior to making the move to the digital team in 2007. 
For someone who has to have at least one book, (or possibly two or three) on the go, 
Aideen is thrilled to have found a home at Harlequin and Carina Press where she can 
introduce voracious readers like herself to a wide range of editorial. 
  
  
Eleanor Elliott, Director of Digital Properties and Social Media 
 
Eleanor is responsible for the Carina Press website and email marketing program and 
has worked in the digital space for 15 years. She began her career with MSN as part of 
their online community management team and had a stint at a large Canadian web 
portal before joining Harlequin in 1999 as part of the team that launched 
eHarlequin.com. Eleanor loves books and is thankful that her career led her to 
Harlequin and Carina Press, where she can happily say her job helps thousands of 
readers enrich their lives through the haven of a fantastic book. 
 
You can follow Eleanor on Twitter @el_el. 
  

Marketing team 
 
As passionate as we are about acquiring wonderful books, we’re equally as committed to 
finding them an audience. The marketing and commerce teams are responsible for 
making sure readers know about & can get their hands on a Carina Press book they will 
love. 
 
Angela Hill; Carly Chow; Edward Beauchamp; Lora Jaggassar; Tara Stevens 
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From Half A World Away 
 
 
How does this distance make such a unique and intimate bond between two hearts that 
have never met? All we have are the words we share, the trust slowly built from cautious 
hopes. Fear holds back the desire to give in fully, keeps questions pouring forth too 
freely. Questions sometimes better left alone for another time, when the bonds are 
stronger and less likely to break with subtle pressures that aren’t needed now. 
 
Once again you seem to know so much more than you should. The control in my life is 
something I am forced to relinquish to you, and that’s not a thing I’ve ever done before. 
To meet the impossible and accept it as such, then place faith in a stranger’s hands – 
does that make me mad, or wiser than many? Yet you are not a stranger to me, and that 
too is something of a mystery waiting to be solved. 
 
If I do this, place my trust in you, there are no certain answers – it’s a leap of faith I’ve 
never dared to make. Do I dare take that risk now, to reach out, to trust what my heart 
tells me it needs? Somehow knowing that you have this worked out in ways I can’t even 
guess at now. 
 
You have told me often in our short time together that I am hiding myself, denying the 
light inside me. In time you have learned why, but still you draw me outward, and make 
me face the world that waits. This is something I do because of your strength, and my 
desire to be the person you see in me. You make me somehow better than who I’ve been 
for so long, this is one of the gifts that is you. 
 
Can you begin to know the battle that is fought inside me each time I step away from my 
safe isolation? I do this for you, so I am worthy of your faith. A simple truth is wrung 
from actions – I am afraid to disappoint you, even if you would never tell me that. I have 
never really needed another person’s approval, this too is new ground being covered. So 
I ask myself why I am suddenly leaving my comfort zone to stand alone and much too 
vulnerable? Why am I giving you the power to destroy me in such an intimate way? Or is 
it the power to make me be so much more than I have allowed? 
 
All of my instincts are telling me I am safe in your caring, but I am also bare and 
defenseless for perhaps the first time in my life. I have granted this to you and only you. 
In your eyes is my hope, and my haven. And by God’s grace this won’t rob me of 
everything I am. I want to be wholly who I need to be, and find my home in your heart if 
you accept me? 
 
From half a world away, a stranger holds the key to my salvation or my sorrow, and I 
must trust as I have never trusted before. All or nothing, I am simply me. But is that 
enough? And who exactly is it I am giving you? I laugh quickly… cry easily… care 
deeply… and love passionately… 
 
Am I enough to win your love? Or is the Game not over? 



 

Safe Inside Your Heart 
 
 
Indigo waters stir gently, dappled by the sunlight that blesses every ripple, kisses it with 
sweet silver radiance. From a balcony high above the endless sea, the beauty and 
romance of another world stretches before me, and I am enchanted by this new 
adventure. The colours, the vibrancy of life, the peace of tranquility that is woven into 
the fabric of every existence here. This is where my heart has lived in dreams. The place 
my soul recognizes as home. 
 
You gave this to me, in words, and pictures, and through your grace and charm. There 
has never been a time when you didn’t understand what I needed, and when I couldn’t 
give it a voice, you trusted what your heart told you was right. I know I haven’t made it 
easy for anyone who’s tried to show me who I am, because I’ve never really known 
myself. Life sometimes strips us of our ability to see clearly what is in our souls, what 
lives beyond the shadows that have dimmed the light inside us. 
 
In a world filled with beauty, so many drown in pain and anger. Bitter rage lashes out 
and often finds the most fragile hearts to hurt. If this is what makes a man powerful, to 
abuse the face of hope, then he is more worthy of pity than punishment in so many 
ways. I have known that rage, and I have been a victim of its brutality, but I refuse to 
lose the faith that life is not about the darkness, it’s about the goodness in everything 
that really matters most. It has to be. 
 
Long after I had allowed myself to stop hoping, and turned away from my dreams, Fate 
took control again. Things that had no reason slowly made sense. Even my aloneness 
was not without a purpose. In the years where I guarded all I am and all that I ever 
wanted to be, permitting no one to see the heart within, I was safer than I’ve been since 
my childhood. But never whole. Denying life is not living, it is existing in a grey world, 
neither black nor white – and certainly not one filled with the colours of life. 
 
In the innocent laughter of children is the hope of the future, and the bright beauty so 
many of us forget to keep close. We forfeit this precious gift in our rush to be grown-up, 
never knowing the price it will ask until we understand the loss. In some spirits, though, 
wisdom of a rare kind is bred and remains. You are one like this, with the wisdom of 
your life, and the sweeter knowledge of a child. You make them balance, and see 
wonders all around you. 
 
In your eyes lies a world of stark contrasts. You see things in a way that is unique, yours. 
Through the camera that captures your vision, others can live for a few moments in your 
world. If I listen close when I gaze at your visions, I can hear the whispers, the stories 
waiting to be told, and because you ask me, I try to find the words to express these 
wonders. For those who will never understand, they will remain words and pictures. But 
for those who dream, they will live in vivid hopes, and prayers answered. 
 
Indigo waters stir gently, dappled by the sunlight that blesses every ripple, kisses it with 



 

sweet silver radiance. On a balcony high above the endless sea, the beauty and romance 
of another world stretches before me. I close my eyes, and let my faith in you fill the 
places in my soul that have been empty too long. A soft breath of air tells me you are 
near, a moment before your arms draw me close. In the warmth of your love, I recognize 
a different home, where I am safe inside your heart. 
 
 
 

This Is Who I Am 
 
 
In the peace of my dreams, safe, surrounded by tranquil thoughts, the best part of who I 
am comes to life in your acceptance. This is the core of who I am, but also who I have 
never before been permitted to be. The woman who laughs for the sheer joy of being 
alive and feeling pure happiness like a flower blooming in my heart. 
 
The ocean stretches before me, endless, restless; foam kissed ripples creeping to the 
shore before they slowly slip back to regain their power and strength. This is like the 
passion of you – a glorious, stirring flame that gathers and expands into radiant, 
burning beauty. Like the waves, you sweep over me, surround me and draw me inward 
until all that remains is the entity of us. I belong to you in those moments, consumed 
and owned by all you are – and it’s where I am most free. 
 
Caught in the spell of your magic, your desire, the elemental sorcery of your need – all of 
these things find their answer in me. This is who I am – yours. 
 
 

This Is Who I See 
 
 
From the safety of distance, you reach out, speaking tender words that enchant a jaded 
heart and teach it to trust, to have faith again. This is who you are, but also who you 
hide. The man who smiles, and laughs so freely, he shows the world one face, a single 
aspect of a multi-faceted diamond. Inside, there waits a much deeper spirit, a man with 
complex needs and passions, a man scarred and scared in so many ways. 
 
The stormy skies watch over us, clouds tossed by rising winds, shredding into shapeless 
swaths of concealing darkness, before they coalesce into silvery beauty again in the glow 
of the moon’s light. This is like the passion you are teaching me to see and acknowledge, 
a cool thread of ice that melts and becomes fire in your presence. Like the wind, 
elemental and changing, I am learning to bring you closer, to make you see that your 
fears can be revealed and shared. I am not someone you need ever turn away from, 
because you are part of me – and I will accept you in all your guises. 
 



 

Because we share this honesty, born in needs we have yet to accept as part of what we 
are becoming in each other, we risk. This is who I see in you. A man who needs to risk 
again, and one I will never betray. 
 
 

This Is Who We Are 
 
 
In the quiet eternity between breaths drawn in surprise, we have finally seen each other. 
Clearly and truly, with faults known and discovered, we have shown acceptance and 
faith. What we are is beauty, renewed hope, innocence reborn in faith and trust. Two 
people who have been afraid for too long, and perhaps alone too long with their 
comfortable illusions of safety. The time has come for deeper truths. 
 
Fire burns, tiny flares of searing heat, illuminating tips to pearlescent candles that stand 
between us so all that exists is the fire and the sparks reflected in seeking eyes. We are 
looking for all the things we need and are unable to speak of, though few words are  
needed between us now. Instinct has acted as guide on this journey, taken us places we 
could never have seen alone, or with anyone else. Wine soothes the fragmented edges 
that remain of unspoken terrors, and we talk endlessly in the silence that cloaks us and 
keeps us safe in our world. 
 
We have created a special place that exists for us, a small sanctuary that shelters ancient 
hearts who have finally found each other again. For Fate has played a hand in this, made 
for us unlikely bonds that cannot break. One Truth – One spirit. 
 
This is who we are, together. 
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Motor City Mage by Cindy Spencer Pape 
 
The Napkin Manuscripts by G. Mitchell 
Baker 
Volume One  
Volume Two 
 
Master of Subservience: The Interview by 
Kayden McLeod 
 
Stolen Rapture by Denysé Bridger 
 
Pas des Deux by Brigit Aine and Denysé 
Bridger 
 
Master of Subservience: The Induction by 
Kayden McLeod 
 
Far From Broken by JK Coi 
 
Crime Wave In A Corset by Stacy Gail 
 
This Winter Heart by PG Forte 
 
Wanted: One Scoundrel by Jenny Schwartz 
 
Glass Slippers and Jeweled Masques by 
Denysé Bridger 
 
What Binds Us by Larry Benjamin 
 
 
Gena Showalter – www.genashowalter.com 
 
Lucy Monroe – www.lucymonroe.com 
 
Harlequin – www.eHarlequin.com 
 
Carina Press – www.carinapress.com  
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