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Editorial 
 
 
First, I must apologize for being a few days late with this issue. Due to personal life, 
much of my summer has been insane. 
 
You will notice that there is a strong Italian slant to this issue, despite the intention to go 
elsewhere – however, the resorts who wanted to talk to us again were two lovely places 
in Italy, so here you are. Palazzo Sasso has graciously consented to having one of their 
photos as our cover, and we've enjoyed an interview with the Manager of this lovely 
resort. Also featured is the Grand Hotel a Villa Feltrinelli, located in Northern Italy – so 
we have both ends of this beautiful country represented. 
 
Doctor Kelly is back with a great relationship article, of course, and Cupid's Corner is 
open to accept any questions you would like to have answered by our Relationship 
Counselor. This issue she discusses a topic many people need to read if they are active 
online in the pursuit of love... Too Good To Be True?  Spotting Dating Site Liars! 
 
Also featured is a frank chat with the lady who is the driving force behind publishing 
house XoXo Publishing™, Gina Cianfarani. Filled with ideas and drive, Gina is taking on 
exciting new talent daily, and XoXo Publishing™ is rapidly becoming the newest player 
to take the publishing world by storm! 
 
Related to XoXo Publishing™, this company is also working for charity projects, as well. 
The article Remembering L'Aquila was featured several months ago on the Life In 
Abruzzo site – it's a reminder that the tragic earthquake in Italy back in April of 2009 
has long-lasting effects. In an effort to keep awareness in the forefront, and to assist in a 
small way with the efforts to rebuild this ruggedly beautiful region of Italy, XoXo 
Publishing™ has joined forces with a group of authors to present a fantasy/romance 
novel in two languages – with all proceeds/profits tagged for the people of L'Aquila. 
More details will come in the next issue, along with news of the completion of the book, 
I hope. 
 
The short fiction in this issue is the introduction to my next fantasy novel, which is set in 
Sicily, and promises to be very good. As always, my thanks to you for your continued 
support of this venture. May God's Blessings be with you each and every moment of 
your life! See you in December for some special Christmas Treats!! 
 
 
Denysé Bridger, 
Editor/Owner 
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Interview: Palazzo Sasso Resort, 
Ravello, Amalfi Coast, Italy 

 

 
 
Sensual Treats: Ravello is easily one of the most beautiful spots in Italy, in my opinion, 
and the fact that your resort is located in this medieval town makes it all the more 
special. What do you feel is the biggest allure your particular resort offers to its guest? 

 
“The feeling of being in a 12th century castle is 
unparalleled. The views from the hotel offer the most 
amazing views of the coast. To look down and see our 
gardens and all the terraces...it’s just special.” 
 
Sensual Treats: In a country generally consider the most 
romantic place in the world, do you find you book more 
weddings/honeymoons than getaways for established 
couples? Are there special touches for the honeymooners, 
or is everyone given the same perks and treated like a 
couple on honeymoon?  
 
“At Palazzo Sasso 40% of our guests are honeymooners.  
But everything for everyone is special. Each guest feels 
unique.”  
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Sensual Treats: What do you feel is the most unique aspect of staying at Palazzo Sasso? 
I know myself one of the places I have always wanted to visit was Ravello, just to walk 
the streets and see everything – do you find that many of your guests come with their 
own plans, or do you find that you book events for most of them?  
 
“Many come prepared but then the hotel books everything for them – our concierge is 
one of the most knowledgeable on the coast.  The staff within makes the difference to 
the holiday.”    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sensual Treats: On average do you book more non-Italian guests than native Italians? 
Do you offer different events and outings for non-Italian visitors? If you book events, 
which ones seem to be the favourites of your guests, or the most popular? 
  
“Most of our guests are actually American but we have guests from all over the world.  
The most favourite things to do would be day trip on a boat, or visiting Sasso by the 
Sea and relaxing (Sasso by the Sea is our private villa that is for our hotel guests only 
– a way for them to have private access to the sea). Also very popular is the Wagner 
music festival which occurs mid May through September, annually.” 
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Sensual Treats: If there are special requests, do you accommodate them? What is the 
most outrageous request you’ve received, if you can tell us in general terms? 
  
“We have done lots of unusual things from special meals in special places, to help with 
special engagement requests to special food items etc!” 
 

 
 
Sensual Treats: Surrounded by some of the greatest history and romance in the world, I 
can’t imagine anyone ever wanting to leave your resort, but what do you do if someone 
really isn’t happy with their trip? Has that happened and what was your resolution to 
the problem? 
 
“We would always try to resolve the problems which are few and far between. A 
client’s perception is the most important thing and we would always work to exceed 
their expectations.” 
 
Sensual Treats: Is there anything at all that you would like to tell people about Palazzo 
Sasso Resort? 
 
“The hotel and the people who work there bring a magic that is so special to a guests 
stay.  Please come visit us and experience it.” 
 
Many thanks for your time and assistance with this interview, and for allowing us to 
feature your fabulous resort in our magazine. I know SENSUAL TREATS is going to be 
much richer for having you with us. 
 
Abbracci e molto, molta gratitudine per il vostro tempo! 
È così molto apprezzato, 
 
Denysé Bridger, 
 
Owner/Editor, 
Sensual Treats Magazine 
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Opening: July 1997  

A member of: Preferred Hotels & Resorts Worldwide  

Originally built in the 12
th
 century, Hotel Palazzo Sasso is an authentic architectural masterpiece 

refurbished to the standards of a deluxe five-star hotel and situated on the highest part of Ravello. This 
quiet little town, located in the South of Naples (Italy), is perched on a clifftop 1000ft above sea level 
overlooking the spectacular Mediterranean of the Amalfi Coast.  

  
Closest Airports:  
• Naples (Capodichino) 56 km  
• Rome (Fiumicino)  289 km  
 
 
  
General Information:  

11 Junior and Deluxe Suite with sea view ( some with terrace) 32 Double rooms (sea-view & mountain-
view) Each room decorated in a different style - most furniture from the XIX century.  

Check-in time: 14.00 Check-out time: 12.00  

Central heating ad air-conditioning Hairdryer  and 
Magnifying mirror In-room safe Heated swimming pool Tv on 
Demand, Cable and satellite Solarium with Jacuzzi television 
channels Fully equipped gym DVD music player Concierge 
service Direct dial phone with separate ADSL On site valet 
parking internet lines Cooking courses Laundry and dry 
cleaning service Limousine service Choice of Bed linen and 
pillows Helicopter service Bulgari toiletries 24-hour room 
service ( limited menu)  

 
  
Food and Beverage Outlets:  
Rossellinis Restaurant  
Our hotel restaurant features a panoramic sea view terrace where you can taste the best of Italian haute 
cuisine in a smart atmosphere. Our Executive Chef Pino Lavarra creates fascinating dishes, having 
worked in prestigious properties such as “Le Manoir Aux Quat’Saisons” in Oxford, the Regent in 
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Malaysia and the renowned “Grissini” at the Hyatt Carlton Tower in London. Recently the Rossellinis has 
been awarded with its  2 Michelin Star  

Caffè dell’Arte  
Spacious lounge bar and terrace where you can enjoy fabulous views of the mountains high above the 
sparkling Mediterranean and unforgettable sunsets while sipping an aperitif or a snack at the melodies of 
our resident pianist.  

Activities & Sports:  
Just a few minutes from Palazzo Sasso: tennis, trekking and horse-riding. Boat rentals for excursions and 
scuba diving. 

Hotel booking Information: 
Tel.: +39 089 81818 or email at: info@palazzosasso.com  
 
GDS: Sabre, Apollo/Gallileo, Worldspan and Amadeus 
 
Hotel Contacts: 
 
General Manager: Front Office Aaron Kaupp 
Manager:    Antonio Ferrara 
 
 
 
Meeting Room:  
Capacity: U-Shape 35 delegates / Theatre 45 delegates / Boardroom 35 delegates  

  
Touring around Ravello & its surroundings:  
Villa Cimbrone, Villa Rufolo and world famous classical concerts The Duomo and several monumental 
churches Amalfi, Minori, Positano, Capri, Pompei and Paestum. Distance from the sea: 15 minutes by 
car. Boat hiring and boat excursions available on request.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Via San Giovanni del Toro,28  *  84010 Ravello (Salerno)  * Italy Telephone +39 (0) 89 818181    Fax +39 (0) 89 
858900 E-Mail: INFO@PALAZZOSASSO.COM * Internet: WWW.PALAZZOSASSO.COM  
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Too Good To Be True? 
Spotting Dating Site Liars 

 
 
 
 
Although online dating is becoming more and more popular, and plenty of people have 
found their soulmate through dating sites, there are plenty of liars out there.  It’s easy to 
find a guy who seems perfect for you.  You build up an online romance, think things are 
going great, then you meet him in real life and you find out he’s nothing like you thought 
he was.  Maybe you end up with a broken heart or just downright angry.  Don’t give up 
with online dating though.  You can easily learn how to spot online dating liars. 
 
1.  His picture and age.  Everyone wants to put up the best photo of themselves and 
there’s nothing wrong with that.  However, if he has only one main photo and it looks 
like it was taking back in the 80’s or 90’s (pay attention to details like his hair and 
clothing in the photo) then ask him to send others.  No, I’m not saying you should be 
totally superficial and only into looks, but you still need to be attracted to a person.  A lot 
of women have met up with men who looked a decade or two older than his dating site 
photo.  
 
2.  His income level.  A lot of men puff up their income, saying they make a lot more 
than they actually do.  Although you probably aren’t a gold digger, you have to wonder 
about a guy who lies just to attract a woman.  Also, if you do end up having a 
relationship with him and find out he makes 24k a year and not 100k like he said he did, 
you could be in some serious financial problems.  When going on a date with a guy, be 
sure to ask questions about his job.  If he’s lying he’s going to slip up or the story will 
just sound totally bogus.    
 
3.  His sexual interests.  For some reason, many people who go onto dating sites tend to 
tell potential dates that they’re into every kinky thing in the book.  If you’re more 
sexually adventurous than he is and he’s simply lying to make himself more appealing, 
then when you do end up in bed together he’s going to disappoint you.  On the other 
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hand, if he says he’s sexually adventurous and you aren’t, pass him up.  You don’t want 
to deal with whips and chains or multiple partners if that isn’t your style. 
 
4.  What you see may not be what you get.  When it comes to online dating, people tend 
to highly exaggerate who they are, what they’re like, what they want, and what they have 
to offer.  Your best bet is to ask lots of questions, ask for other photos, and stay open-
minded when you do go out on a date.  Don’t think he’s sent straight from heaven and 
that you’re in love with him when you truly don’t know him.  You’ve only fallen for the 
guy online and the one in reality could be very, very different.  Also, try to meet up as 
soon as possible.  This will help you avoid building up an online relationship only to be 
disappointed once the two of you meet up face-to-face.   
 
Online dating sites are a fabulous way to find a potential life mate, you simply have to go 
in this with open eyes and take your time to find Mr. Right.  
If you’re still trying to find your soulmate and can’t understand why he’s so elusive, 
when you’ll finally meet him, and details about the love of your life, I offer a Soulmate 
Reading.  This detailed and honest reading will answer all love questions and clear the 
air as to who, what, when, where and why! 
 
   
 

http://psychicreadingsbydrkelly.webs.com/lovereadings.htm 
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PRODUCING HIGH QUALITY LITERARY FICTION AND NON-FICTION E-BOOKS 
 
XOXO Publishing™, a division of Ninni Group Inc., was established in 2006 to ensure fair 
opportunities for authors, poets, artists, photographers, animators, mini-clip producers, as well 
as the media industry at large. Our goal is to become one of Canada's top micro eco-publishing 
companies that caters to everyone, regardless of their preferences.  
 
Our company mission is to let the reader explore a private place for reading pleasure, where they 
will be transported to a world of infinite possibilities.  
 
We believe in publishing high quality fiction and non-fiction e-books, CDs and paperbacks. You, 
our customer, as an author, artist, or reader, are what make our company move forward to 
create more job opportunities, educational training such as internships for new students, 
graduates and home-based parents, people on disabilities, and people such as yourself to 
succeed in life.  
 
We will strive to publish top literary fiction and non-fiction e-books to suit your reading styles, 
to increase your learning experience through the written word and other electronic means.  
 
If you have any suggestions or ideas, please feel free to e-mail us at 
publisher@xoxopublishing.com 
 
XOXO Publishing™ 
A Division of Ninni Group Inc.  
 
 
 
Sensual Treats Magazine has the pleasure of discussing the world of publishing with 
the owner of this exciting up and coming publishing company which is based in 
Toronto, Canada. Meet the lady who runs XoXo Publishing™, Gina Cianfarani. Thank 
you for joining us and offering your time and insights to our readers, Gina. 
 
GC: You are very welcome Denyse. 
 
ST:  XoXo Publishing™ is breaking new ground everyday with the range of products 
and the sheer diversity of its catalogue. This must be very exciting to you as the company 
owner. What areas do you see as the ones with the greatest growth potential? 
 
GC: One of the major growth areas is electronic books. In Canada, we have Indigo.ca 
selling Kobo, and Amazon.ca selling Kindle. Both electronic devices have been and are 
selling very well in Canada. Our main focus is electronic ebooks,  CD’s and paperback by 
the end of this year. 
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ST:  Does XoXo have a “trademark” style of book that you 
feel is the foundation of your catalogue? What books do 
you, as the publisher, feel give you the highest profile? 
 
GC: We have an extremely diverse catalogue based on 
reader demand. At this time, everyone is asking for time 
travel, spiritual fiction, while the vampire genre dominates 
as does steampunk, erotic romances, alternative,  
spiritual/paranormal and angelic stories. As publisher, we 
find our highest profile offerings are the stand alone 
novellas and anthologies in different genres that do very 
well for us.  
 
 
ST:  In an ideal world, all books would be successful, but 

reality isn’t always ideal – is there one genre that outsells others consistently? Do you 
want to publish more books in this genre? 
 
GC: Our military and time travel seems to be outselling more than the others besides 
erotic romances, a threesome combination that hits the charts at this time and it 
changes accordingly to the readers preferences.  
 
 
ST:  The eBook industry is changing the face of publishing daily, where do you see XoXo 
Publishing™ in five years? What are your thoughts about the recent changes that have 
forced companies like Dorchester Publishing to end their mass market paperback 
business and turn their attentions to the ebook market, and the print on demand that 
has until recently been dominated by smaller publishers? 
 
GC: There really isn’t a clear answer to this question since each publisher’s vision and 
mission differs from the other.  What I see personally is that everyone wants a bite out of 
the shiny apple, and once everyone finishes eating it, you’ll be left with the core, so in 
my personal opinion I think Dorchester Publishing should have continued with their 
paperback business but on a smaller scale. The print on demand in Canada is not much 
understood and it is still frowned upon by the printers. Perhaps a few Canadians pubs 
have found a perfect POD, but I have not and still am looking for a Canadian POD that 
delivers on its expectations. Since Dorchester has joined the POD group that Harlequin 
started, everyone else will follow. XoXo Publishing has introduced paperbacks at the 
Toronto Small Press Fair which are doing very well and we plan to introduce new 
advance technology into the field of epub in March of 2011.  XoXo Publishing is 
embarking on a major Virtual World Tour starting this month. You may check us out we 
have a Facebook fan page full of promotions and dates or our website at 
http://www.xoxopublishing.com  
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ST:  What kind of books would you 
personally like to see submitted to 
your company for consideration? 
 
GC: We are at this time considering 
short stories, poetry and original 
artwork for anthologies,  stand alone, 
series novellas and novels.  We like to 
see more romances in all genres 
mainly time travel, paranormal, 
angelic, sweet/sensual, erotic 
romances, multicultural, foreign 
languages, shapeshifters, vampire, 
steampunk, international seasonal 
and inspirational. We are also 
launching a new sister website for 
our YA/children’s stories and are 
looking for submissions in those 
areas as well. 
 
ST:  As a publisher, what is the one 
piece of advice you would like to give 
aspiring authors who might want to 
submit to your publishing house? 

 
GC: I would tell them not to be afraid to submit their manuscript to XoXo Publishing. 
We are fair and will give you constructed feedback if needed.  We prefer to see a cover 
letter, along with a short bio and the complete full manuscript for consideration.  We 
will acknowledge your MS within 24 hours, consideration might take a day to two weeks 
or more depending on our submissions intake. If we do not accept your manuscript(s), 
there are two reasons: lst it does not suite our writers guidelines, or 2nd it is not up to 
par with our editorial standards. We are looking for high quality manuscripts that are 
very well written, where the plot is unique and different and authors who are not timid 
and scared to promote themselves.   
 
ST:  If you were asked to recommend a couple of outstanding titles from your catalogue 
as a kind of introduction to the products of XoXo Publishing™ - what would you 
suggest? 
 
GC: Oh gosh this is a difficult question to answer since all of our published work is high 
quality fiction.  We have a wonderful team of exceptional authors and it would not be 
fair to rank them. Therefore, I would like for your readers to please check out our 
website at http://www.xoxopublishing.com, it speaks for itself.  
 
Thanks so much for taking the time to chat with us today, Gina. 
GC: Thank you Sensual Treats for this wonderful opportunity. 
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L’Aquila: A Time To Remember 
by Denysé Bridger and Riccardo Foresi 

 
 
6th April, 2009 – It’s a date with little meaning to most people, but to the people of L’Aquila in 
Italy, it will forever be associated with the destruction of their world. At 3:32 AM local time, the 
horror of a 6.3 magnitude earthquake ripped this region of Italy apart, and visited disaster upon 
the sleeping people of the city of L’Aquila, and the small towns and villages surrounding the 
epicentre. When it was over, thousands were injured, hundreds were dead, and many more 
thousands were homeless. The area will never really be the same as it was before, its historical 
beauty and culture has been forever changed. 
 
For those of you who aren’t familiar with this region and what happened there, have a look at 
this short video, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdQlEBDtrxw, and let your heart really see 
what your eyes are looking at. Amid all this destruction, the courage and strength of the Italian 
people is unmistakable. The aftermath of this horror is etched into hearts and minds forever, 
and the rest of the world needs to remember, too. There is still much to be done, the rebuilding 
is reported to be underway, but it will take 10-15 years to restore much of this beautiful place. 

 
When I was asked to write about this, it made me think about what it was like to wake up the 
morning of April 7th, turn on the computer, and discover that the country I love most had been 
hit with disaster. I’ve never been to Italy, but I think it’s where my soul lives anyway, and I have 
many people there who are cherished and loved. One of them is Riccardo Foresi, and I knew he 
lived in this region. I remember the email I sent to him, praying for an answer: “just tell me that 
you and your family are all right” nothing more, because I was desperately afraid I might not get 
a reply. I was able to breathe again when he sent me back a message 10 minutes later to tell me 
that they’d had a terrifying night, but were all right. Once I knew that, I turned my eyes to the 
destruction and even now, a year later, it still overwhelms me when I look at the video and the 
pictures… So much loss and destruction… and so much to do to rebuild. 
 

 

Page 14 of 33

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdQlEBDtrxw


 

 
I have turned to my wonderful friend Riccardo, and asked him to help me understand what it 
was to live through that night. Once again, Riccardo has helped me empathise, and comprehend 
more deeply what happened in those Fateful hours. He remembers, and reminds us that there is 
much to do here. (For those of you who are unfamiliar with this young man, he HAS put his 
money where his mouth is, as the expression goes – and has donated his talent to fund-raising 
and to raising awareness of the need for assistance that will be with the people of L’Aquila for 
many years to come.) 
 
“As usual, when something terrible happens, the media bombs you all day with videos and 
pictures about tragedies and then after the hype is gone, nobody really talks about it anymore. 
But the tragedy still goes on.” 
 
Do you still wonder? Look at these images, then read the rest of what he has to say. There is also 
a 42 page pictorial here that will show not only these photographs, but many more:  
 

http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2009/04/the_laquila_earthquake.html 
 

And then read this, because you will learn a great deal about the courage and strength of the 
Italian people as they face adversity of this magnitude: 

 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/italy/5120197/Italy-earthquake-elderly-
woman-knitted-as-she-waited-for-rescue.html 
 
 

 
 

Page 15 of 33

http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2009/04/the_laquila_earthquake.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/italy/5120197/Italy-earthquake-elderly-woman-knitted-as-she-waited-for-rescue.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/italy/5120197/Italy-earthquake-elderly-woman-knitted-as-she-waited-for-rescue.html


 

“About a month ago I was on a day trip to Rome with my father and since L'Aquila is on the way 
we wanted to stop by and visit the area struck by the earthquake. In spite of all the things shown 
on TV for days, I could not believe my eyes. Damages that only a war could cause. Ten years ago, 
I was studying at the Conservatory of L'Aquila, (now completely destroyed),  for two years and I 
remember the city being so populated and alive, a very educated upscale downtown when people 
really enjoyed the Italian lifestyle. Today it's a ghost town. Nobody is around and you can only 
hear scattered noise of workers. That's all there is. 
 
“What they call the red zone is impenetrable and people really miss walking along those 
beautiful alleys surrounded by history. Over three hundred people lost their lives and thousands 
of others lost their homes. Little villages around the city, populated by 300 people, lost 30 
people just like that, and you can imagine what sadness since everybody knew each other or was 
related.” 
 

 
 
“Such a punishment. There is no house, building or church that's not damaged and most of it 
needs to be taken down and built again.” 
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“Going back to that night of the quake, I think is it almost impossible to imagine what took place 
in those few seconds. Right in the middle of the night, when everybody was asleep the earth 
started shaking. In our area we got much less than what happened in L'Aquila, but it was enough 
to wake and terrorize everyone. Nobody had any idea that not too far away, the apocalypse 
would take place.” 
 
 

 
  
 
Riccardo adds: “I was impressed with the reaction by the Italian government. Fire fighters, 
police, army, and volunteers arrived promptly in the area, helping the people. The search for 
survivors lasted for days. A few days later they had already built camps where everybody got 
treated and could get a place to sleep. Nobody got left behind and a lot of people got new homes 
or at least a safe place to stay. Mortgages and payments where froze for a year and a lot of people 
in Italy and around the world helped with fundraisers. Right in the middle of a terrible financial 
crisis, I think everybody did the best they could. 
 
“Now I only wish that the help will not stop, and that the reconstruction will be fast.” 
 
So, it is time to remember, and to help… in any small way that is possible. The rebuilding has 
begun, but there is much to do… and it all requires funding. As always, the bureaucracy of a 
large government is moving slower than the need it serves. So, many people are taking the 
rebuilding into their own hands. Organizations are in place that will put donations into the 
hands of the very people who are building, so all donations, however small, DO make a 
difference. Think about this, about what it must be like to lose everything and be living in tents 
and temporary accommodations, other cities, even. Your home, the history and culture that is as 
much a part of you as your family. All this is gone, and all you really want to do is help to rebuild 
what has been shattered. The following are a list of places where your money will help most. 
Please consider a donation, it all helps. These are proud, strong people who deserve to have back 
the dignity of their world and lives. There is SO much to do, and the tragedy that happened here 
a year ago has to be remembered, and rectified. 
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Approximately 40,000 people who were left homeless by this tragedy were housed in tented 
camps, while 10,000 more were housed in hotels along the coast. (Some estimates put the 
number of homeless at closer to 65,000) Most of these people are still without a permanent 
residence, and have no idea when they will be allowed to go home again. In some cases, there is 
no place to go back to – the villages are all but levelled and what remains is unsafe. 
 
On a more positive note, do not think all is in ruin in this beautiful place… For anyone who 
thinks all there is left of Abruzzo is an earthquake zone filled with rubble, nothing could be 
further from the truth. This Rocky Heart of Italia is a place that is alive with beauty and 
fabulous places to visit. Abruzzo is famous for the quality of its wines, the rich agriculture, and 
the breath-taking scenery that is found in the various areas of the region. While Abruzzo is well 
known for its wonderful ski resorts, it also hosts lavish resorts on its many sandy beaches. 
Tourists will be delighted by any number of adventurous activites. Local restaurants serve only 
the best in fresh caught fish and mollusks prepared in every imaginable way. Those who wish to 
avoid well developed holiday resort areas will find delight in any number of small attractive 
towns scattered throughout the region. Modern roads have made it possible for visitors to enjoy 
all the sites and visit any of the gorgeous stone castles dotting the country side. Medieval 
fortresses built for the protection of the village inhabitants have remain untouched and 
unchanged for many generations, making them an important link to Abruzzo's past. Small 
chapels are also sprinkled over the land, each one home to stunning architecture and beautiful 
religious relics. It is amazing that in Abruzzo one can see Italy as it was during the height of the 
Renaissance area.  
 
For being such an under populated region Abruzzo is alive with festivals and pageant activities 
all year round. Unlike festivals tailored to the likes of tourists, the festivals in Abruzzo are rich 
with local culture and traditions and proceed at a more relaxed pace. There is no safer place in 
Italy to enjoy a festival with the family, or to enjoy the festivities alone. So, do NOT let the 
L’Aquila earthquake discourage you from seeing this amazing place! Abruzzo is a large region 
and the earthquake happened in only a small part of it.  The tourism trade is vital here, 
especially now, as it allows local farmers to send their goods to restaurants, hotels, and the 
newly sprung up locanda (restaurant/guest houses) that have been created by people that can 
no longer work or live in L’Aquila itself – this is only one way that people are not just re-housing 
themselves but trying to make a living.  It’s so important to visit and spend money here, it helps 
improve a local regional economy whose funds are being drained in order to cope with what 
happened.  In this way, too, because of the problems that currently engulf rebuilding, etc., 
visitors are directly helping to increase the local economy and supply while getting a great 
holiday at the same time. What could be better than that? 
 
 

Organizations that will accept your donations are: 
 
(These are from a friend in Italy, the statements accompanying are hers, I’ve left them to 
impress the importance of this.) 
 
The Fund for L’Aquila Cultural Capital  of Europe 2019: This is a new fund that will be 
supporting the tender for L’Aquila to be awarded Cultural Capital of Europe 2019.  A great way 
to ensure that strict deadlines and project management of the restoration & rebuild of the city is 
completed  in a timely legal fashion.  Paperwork is currently with the notary so is currently 
unable to take funds, but if you think you can contribute to L’Aquila being awarded this by the 
EU please do contact www.lifeinabruzzo.com who will pass on your details to the organisers. 
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Pescomaggiore: Tired of waiting, the villagers of Pescomaggiore began rebuilding their 
homes and lives with their own hands with the help and advice of volunteer architects.  All 
donations and volunteers are most gratefully received in helping them to eco-rebuild their 
village so that it remains sympathetic to its surroundings: http://eva.pescomaggiore.org/en/ 
 
Animals: There are many abandoned animals still within the city whose owners were unable to 
take their dogs and cats into their temporary homes – hotels.  This organisation is feeding them, 
it’s heartbreaking to see the huge bowls of food left on the perimeters of the security mesh in 
what is now a forbidden city: http://99gattiaq.blogspot.com/ 
 
 

 
 

 
“I visited L’Aquila on Sunday, 1 year & 1 month after the earthquake.  After walking around 
I have to say if it is ever rebuilt properly by the government I will be amazed. The only way I 
can see anything happening is if private companies offer grants and sponsorship It’s shocking 
how little has been done.”  
 
 
And there, perhaps is the greatest tragedy – that the needs of L’Aquila and her people are being 
forgotten. That cannot happen, people must remember, and give whatever small contribution 
they are able to make, because it does make a difference. 
 
 

* * * * * 
 
Denysé Bridger, Canadian Author: http://www.denysebridger.com 
Riccardo Foresi, Singer/songwriter from Marche: http://www.riccardoforesi.net 
 
Additional information and updates: Life In Abruzzo: http://www.lifeinabruzzo.com 
 
 
© May 2010 First publication rights: www.lifeinabruzzo.com — ALL rights reserved afterward. 
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Riccardo Foresi: http://www.riccardoforesi.net 
 
Inspired by both the landscapes of Italy and the streets of New 
York, Riccardo uses the romance and passion of his voice to 
create a uniquely powerful musical fusion that combines the 
dramatic heat of opera and the coolness of soulful pop music... 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UPDATE: 
 
September 2010: In an effort to offer support to the rebuilding of L'Aquila, and assist in 
some way the courageous residents of this beautiful area, XoXo Publishing™ and I have 
joined forces to create a special dual language (Italian/English) novel called THE 
SHADOW OF THIS WORLD. The book was written by four authors, is a romantic 
fantasy/historical tale, and once complete will be made available through XoXo 
Publishing™, with ALL proceeds/profits going to the Earthquake Relief Funds. 
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on suite - Petra Villas  
All accommodation has a spectacular view over the 
caldera to the volcano and the satellite islands of Santorini
including views of three-quarters of the main island to
Firostefani, Pyrgos, Kamari & Akrotiri. 

From the pool area you can also see the northernmost
illage of Oia and experience some of the most awe-inspiring 
unsets in the world. 

v
s 
in room - facilities & amenities  
lounge area - A/C - private veranda - satellite TV - fully 
equipped kitchenette - mini fridge - coffee filter machine -
direct dial telephone - in house music - hairdryer - CD player 

safety box - private bathroom (shower or bath) - balcony o- r 
rrace te 
 

room types - Petra Villas  
- Petra Studio 2-3 persons  

- Petra Apartment 2-3 persons  

- Petra Apartment 4 persons 

- Special Suite 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms &Jacuzzi
(limited availability) 

SEE MORE HERE 
Enrich your stay at Petra Villas and make it truly a holiday 
to remember.  

We have created special VIP packages which enable 
you to combine the bliss and relaxation of Honeymoon 
Petra Villas with a cruise aboard Sailing Yacht Santa Maria. 
  

 
All rooms are on bed & breakfast 

 
 

Petra Villas - 4 postered bed  

 
Easy VIP schedule:
3 days sailing & 4 days stay at Honeymoon Petra Villas   

Petra Villas - the lounge area  
 
 
© 2007 Honeymoon Petra Villas 
ALL rights reserved 
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Night was encroaching too quickly, the blazing streamers of fire reaching through the 
overhead foliage to light the path were fading, and she was still at least a mile from the 
safety of  her small village. Destino was home, and it had always been home, but hidden in 
the ageless Valley of Temples, few people know if its existence.  
 
Recently, those who strayed too far often did not return. Those that did were never the 
same, and refused to speak of what had happened to make them afraid to leave again. A 
shadow moved to her left and she bit back a cry, literally covering her mouth to silence the 
mewl of fright. She quickened her pace, stumbling a little bit as more of the blazing glory of 
the sun dimmed above her. Panic was beginning to wake, her own heartbeat becoming a 
rapid timpani that deafened her.  
 
So many stories about this area between the open valley and the town. The forests were as 
legendary as the tales about the I guardiani del destino eterno, and most knew there was 
truth in the myths of their Guardians. It made her wonder how much truth there was in the 
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stories of the forest. Lupo mannaro or licantropos… the words haunted her, the fear grew 
with each step.  
 
A flash of silver caught her attention again, made her trip and sent her sprawling. As the air 
left her lungs she cried out, dazed and in pain. For a few seconds, she was certain she saw 
silver streak past her, then blackness drifted over her as though a warm blanket had 
enveloped her.  
 
When awareness returned, it was totally dark.  
 
“What do they call you?”  
 
The voice was like a caress, making her think of the thick, silken fur of a young wolf pup.  
 
She peered in the direction the voice had come from and saw a pale shadow, seated. His 
back was to a tree and his eyes never left their vigilant watch.  
 
“Capricia,” she told him, and carefully sat up, feeling pain in various parts of her body, but 
nothing so bad that it would mean broken bones.  
 
“Who are you?”  
 
“Salvatorio.”  
 
“Saviour,” she murmured, aware of the irony in her tone.  
 
“More than you know,” he assured her.  
 
“Humans aren’t meant to stray this far from Destino, especially at night. The Guardians are 
not as powerful as once they were.”  
 
“Why are you watching over me? I have the Hermit.”  
 
Laughter met the observation, and something in the cold disdain made her shiver.  
 
“She’d destroy the old one if he did dare to attempt to find you here.”  
 
“Who?”  
 
Salvatorio’s head tilted to one side and in the waking moonlight, something glimmered in 
the amber depths, pity, or perhaps just sadness.  
 
“Have you heard the legend of the Benandanti?”  
 
She was sitting up now, facing him. She nodded.  
 
“Myth has it the Benandanti were werewolves that left their physical bodies behind to 
become wolves, at which point they would go to the underworld to fight witches.” She 
smiled and shrugged. “It’s a myth. Like the ones about Destino.”  
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He tilted his head to one side. “But myth is truth in Destino. Why not this?”  
 
Ice kissed the nape of her neck, then slithered down her back, pooling in the hollow at the 
base of her spine. She sensed truth in what he spoke.  
 
“Salvatorio… Benandanti…” She said his name with reverence and awe. “You are hunting 
tonight, aren’t you? And I have interrupted you.”  
 
“I am hunting, beautiful Capricia,” he agreed. “But you are my reason for being here.” 
 
“Me?”  
 
The single syllable had barely sputtered from her lips when the night exploded around them 
with a shriek of rage and hatred that reverberated and made the forest appear to cringe.  
 
The ground inches from her erupted like great 
Vesuvius, and flung her back. She was still gaping in 
shock when Salvatorio launched from his deceptively 
casual slouch against the tree trunk. He leapt, quite 
literally flying toward the wretched winged creature 
who was turning her wrath toward Capricia. Glittery 
magic tingled in the air, sparkled like a million stars 
shaping and coalescing into a perfect form, bones 
shifted and reshaped, naked skin became a gleaming 
coat of purest white and silver, and the open maw 
filled with lethal teeth went straight for the witch’s 
throat.  
 
Capricia screamed, then covered her mouth with her 
hands and she scrambled back, fascinated, unable to 
not watch the battle that was being raged in front of 
her. Blood spurted from the wounds Salvatorio 
inflicted without mercy, and the witch’s arms flailed 
as she tried vainly to cast him off…. Her words, 
garbled and without proper enunciation, did little 
more than create harmless mini-globes of fire that died as quickly as they were born. He had 
all but torn out her throat on his first lunge.  
 
It was over in minutes that felt like an eternity. And when he fell back onto the mossy floor 
of the forest, panting heavily, Capricia crawled to his side.  
 
“What was that?”  
 
He closed his eyes and she could feel the power gathering around him again, the mystical 
energies drawn from the earth itself to make the elemental change from wolf to man. Once 
the Change had completed he opened his eyes again, and his voice was still rough with the 
rasp of a growl.  
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“One of the underworld witches.” He sighed, tired. “Those who have disappeared. They have 
died at the hands of her kind. She was the oldest, called Ssenya. She wanted you, because 
you have a special destiny you have yet to know.”  
 
In the distance there was the sound of wings.  
 
“The Guardian arrives at last.”  
 
Salvatorio’s voice wasn’t quite bitter, but it was angry.  
 
“Go with him, bella mia,” he ordered. “I will be here when you have need of me again. Now 
is not our time.”  
 
She bent forward to kiss him and then backed away quickly when he thrust her away from 
him.  
 
“Do not always be so eager to live your life in 
danger!”  
 
She ran.  
 
 
Salvatorio stared into the greyed eyes of the gargoyle, 
and the Hermit nodded his understanding.  
 
<A new Guardian will soon arrive, licantropos.>  
 
“Guard her well until then. She is my mate, though 
she doesn’t realize what the Fates have chosen for 
her.”  
 
 <She will be safe…> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is the proposed opening to my next major fantasy novel: 
AN ALTERATION IN DESTINY 
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Grand Hotel A Villa Feltrinelli 
 
 

 
 
 
Description: 
 
Grand Hotel a Villa Feltrinelli is a historic country property on the western shore of 
Lake Garda in northern Italy, offering the highest possible hotel service for travellers in 
search of beauty, graciousness and peace. 
 
The Villa and its grand park were built in 1892 by the prominent Feltrinelli family and 
served as a summer escape. 
 
In 1997 Bob Burns, legendary hotelier and founder of Regent International Hotels, 
bought the villa and transformed it into a luxury hotel. Today the Villa offers to the 
discerning traveller a beautiful retreat from a fast-paced world. Design teams from 
around the globe were consulted about period features and stylistic coherence in the 
modernisation of the Villa to give the visitor the best of both antique elegance and 
modern comfort. 
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The Villa's Chef focuses his talent and creativity on the abundance of local products. The 
wine cellar abounds with both regional and some of Italy's most famous vintages. 
 
 

 
 
 
The Grand Hotel a Villa Feltrinelli offers 21 distinctive guestrooms and suites. From the 
rustic elegance of the rooms in the park buildings to the grand style of the more formal 
rooms in the Villa, the gracefulness of the past blends with the needs of the modern 
traveller. Spacious bathrooms offer heated marble floors, English nickel plated brass 
fixtures and Acqua di Parma bath products. Here, style and functionality are the 
backdrop to delightful pampering of the senses. 
 
General Director: Markus Odermatt 
Address: Via Rimembranza 38-40, Gargnano 25084 (BS) 
Tel: 0365 – 79 80 00       Fax: 0365 – 79 80 01 
Webpage: www.villafeltrinelli.com 
Reservations: booking@villafeltrinelli.com 
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De-Classified Ads 
 
 
 
DENYING HIS WOLFEN HERITAGE - A WOLFEN HERITAGE 2: Michael’s a successful 
architect, living and working in downtown Houston.  He doesn’t see how his life could be any 
better.  He’s young, single and able to enjoy life to its fullest.  So what does he do when he 
discovers his family’s little furry secret?  He denies everything! 
Details at: http://www.missymartine.com/fr_home.cfm 
 
ALLURE OF THE BEAST, by Margaret L. Carter: I'm the exiled alpha wolf's 
daughter. You killed my father. Prepare to die. Erotic werewolf romance. 
http://www.amberquill.com/AmberHeat/AllureBeast.html 
 
A VAMPIRE'S LOVE An erotic romance by G W Pickle, is available at: 
www.xoxopublishing.com  
 
Ancient vampire meets modern cop-she reawakens A WHISPER OF HUMANITY in 
him. Will it mean death or forever? Find out: http://xoxopublishing.com/shop-
online/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=30&products_id=73 
 
Sperimenta la passione... Visit my world of romance and fantasy.... 
http://www.denysebridger.com 
 
ROMANZO: LOVE AND CORRUPTION, ITALIAN STYLE – a novel 
http://www.romanzo.ws 
 
 
Need Answers, Guidance, Direction? 
 
Are you looking for love, your life purpose, your ideal career, or wonder when your 
finances will improve? Get a professional psychic reading by Dr. Kelly and 
experience the comfort, relief, and confidence you've been seeking. 
 
Special Offer!  Save $10 off any reading priced $29 or more.  Choose a reading then 
email Kelly at Dr.Kelly@ymail.com and she'll send you an invoice.  You'll also receive 
two free ebooks just for signing up as a member of her site! 
 
http://psychicreadingsbydrkelly.webs.com/psychicreadings.htm 

Page 32 of 33

http://www.missymartine.com/fr_home.cfm
http://www.amberquill.com/AmberHeat/AllureBeast.html
http://www.xoxopublishing.com/
http://xoxopublishing.com/shop-online/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=30&products_id=73
http://xoxopublishing.com/shop-online/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=30&products_id=73
http://www.denysebridger.com/
http://www.romanzo.ws/
http://psychicreadingsbydrkelly.webs.com/psychicreadings.htm


 

 


	Grand Hotel A Villa Feltrinelli
	Grand Hotel A Villa Feltrinelli
	Description:



